WORLD HISTORY I, II – Mr. Haefer

AP® World History

Syllabus 



DRAFT
In AP® World History you will develop a greater understanding of the evolution

of global processes and contacts including interactions and connections over time. The course

highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and

consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. 

We will use the following AP World History themes throughout the course to

identify the broad patterns and processes that explain change and continuity over

time. This is the first one-half of a two year course of study in World History. 
 The Five AP World History Themes

1. Impact of interaction among and within major societies.

2. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the

environment.

3. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

4. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments.

5. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward

states and political identities, including the emergence of the nation-state.

The five

overarching themes

articulated in the Course

Description receive

approximately equal

attention throughout

the course. The course

requires students

to engage with the

dynamics of continuity

and change across the

historical periods that are

included in the course.

Texts

Ways of the World: A Global History, Robert W. Strayer, Bedford/St.Martin’s, Boston, 2009

A variety of other primary and secondary sources will be used during the

course. Check the blackboard site and the class blog frequently for electronic versions of those

sources or links to relevant websites.

Course Requirements

• Actively participate in class and complete all assignments thoroughly and

promptly.

· Attend class daily

· arriving on time.

• Make up work when absent—contact instructor and send assignments due

electronically if possible; make prior arrangements for planned absences;

two days allotted for each day absent to turn in work. If you miss a quiz,

type answers to the makeup quizzes included in each unit packet. Identify

the pages in the textbook where you found the answers to the quizzes.

• Keep a well-organized and complete notebook for the entire year; bring to

class daily. Use the charts and lecture and reading notes in your notebook

to study for tests. Ask for help if your notebook is incomplete. This includes both a “composition book “ and a “three ring binder.”

• Form a study group for tests and other large assignments, such as the

study cards created to help you master the vocabulary you will encounter

in the multiple-choice questions.

• Ask instructor for help if needed—I am committed to supporting your efforts!

• Challenge yourself to work hard and maintain high standards.

• Take advantage of opportunities to redo work for mastery of the content

and skills of the course.

Grading Policy

Grades will be based on points and added up to a final quarterly grade based on

the following: 90 percent and above—A; 80 percent and above—B; 70 percent and

above—C, 60 percent and above—D; below 60 perecent—E.

Purpose and Organization of Course Activities

The two year AP World History for 9th and 10th graders is the equivalent of a college-level survey course in world history. Like college students, you are expected to read the assigned pages in the

textbook as listed in the unit calendars and take notes in the charts and types of

graphic organizers provided by the teacher. In designing this course, we have aimed to help you gain the higher-order thinking skills you will need to be successful. 
For example, almost every day in class we will analyze primary sources both

texts and visuals. This primary source analysis will help you directly with the

tasks required for the Document-Based Question (DBQ) essay on the exam, but

the daily use of historical materials also will help you practice using evidence to

make plausible arguments. You also will become expert at identifying point of

view, context, and bias in these sources. 

— The course

includes extensive

instruction in analysis

and interpretation

of a wide variety of

primary sources, such as

documentary material,

maps, statistical tables,

works of art, and pictorial

and graphic materials.
A second important habit of mind you will develop over the year is assessing

issues of change and continuity over time, including the capacity to deal with

change as a process and with questions of causation. You will constantly be keeping

track of changes in history through the annotated timelines and maps you will

construct both in class and for homework in all fourteen units. Moreover, these timelines

and maps will help you see global patterns and processes over time and space

while also connecting local developments to global ones and moving through levels

of generalizations from the global to the particular. This skill will be especially

useful for writing the Change Over Time essay. 

About two or three times in each quarter, we will conduct whole-class seminars

where you will discuss diversity of interpretations that historians present in

your textbook and in other secondary sources. 
We also will do simulations and debates that challenge you to address questions

about human commonalities and differences and the historical context of

culturally diverse ideas and values. 

As freshmen in high school, you will continue to develop the

skill of comparison. You will improve that skill by practicing comparing within

and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes.

On all of the graphic organizers, annotated timelines, and annotated maps you

create there will be directions to write a thesis statement that generalizes the data

you presented. An easy thesis statement can be simply a comparison, a statement

of the similarities and differences. One essay you will write 

is the comparative essay, so this skill is extremely important.
The course

teaches students to

analyze evidence and

interpretations presented

in historical scholarship.

Periodization

guidelines are used to

select relevant course

content from 8000 bce to

the present.

Semester One

Course Outline

UNIT ONE: Class Organization (Strayer – Prologue)(pp. xli-xlix)

· Goals, Objectives, Tests, Materials, Composition Books, Binders

· Writing, Reading, Historiography
· What is History? DBQ’s
· Ways of the World – Prologue
September 8 – September 10
UNIT TWO: Neolithic Revolution  (Strayer – Chapter 1)(pp. 3-33)

· First Peoples

· Hominids, Homo Sapiens

· Migrations – Out of Africa

· First Human Societies

· San of Southern Africa

· Chumash of Southern California

September 13- September 24
UNIT THREE: Revolution in Agriculture (Strayer – Chapter 2)(pp. 35-53)

· Domestication of Plants and Animals

· Mesopotamia

· Culture of Agriculture

· Pastoral Societies

· Village Societies

· Chiefdoms

September 27 – October 7
UNIT FOUR: Emergence of Civilizations (Strayer – Chapter 3)(pp. 54-85)

· First Civilizations

· Origins

· Urban Revolution

· Class

· Gender

· Patriarchy

· Rise of the State – Basic Features

· Writing and History

· Comparison – Mesopotamia and Egypt

October 11 – October 22

UNIT FIVE: Classical Era – 500bce-500ce – (Strayer – Chapter 4)(pp. 86-123)

· Persians and Greeks

· Alexander and the Hellenistic Era

· Rome

· China – Han Empire

· Comparison – Roman and Han Empires

· Collapse of Empires

· India/South Asian Intermittent Empire

· Mauryan

· Gupta

October 25 – November 12
REVIEW & WRAP UP – Neolithic, Agriculture, Civilization, Classical Era

ASSESSMENT

November 15 – November 24

Thanksgiving Holiday – November 25, 26

UNIT SIX: Cultural Traditions – 500 bce-500ce (Strayer- Chapter 5)( pp. 125-152)

· Belief Systems – Legalism

· Belief Systems – Confucius

· Belief Systems – Daoism

· Belief Systems – Buddhism

· Belief Systems – Hinduism

· Belief Systems – Zoroastrianism

· Belief Systems – Judaism

· Belief Systems – Greek Rationalism

· Comparison –Jesus and Buddha

November 29 – December 17

Winter Break – December 20-Jnuary 2

UNIT SEVEN: Social Systems – 500 bce-500 ce (Strayer- Chapter 6)(pp.155-179)

· Society in classical China

· Class and caste in India

· Slavery in the Roman Empire

· Patriarchies of the Classical Era

· Comparison: Solomon and Buddha

January 3-January 14

REVIEW AND WRAP UP – Belief Systems, Social Systems of the Classical Era

ASSESSMENT

January 17 – ML King Holiday

January 18-January 27

End of Semester 1

SEMESTER TWO
Course Outline

UNIT EIGHT: Africa and the Americas, 500 bce-1200 ce(Strayer – Chapter 7)

(pp. 181-206)

· African Northeast

· Niger River Cities

· Bantu Africa

· Mesoamerica

· Andean Civilizations

· North America: Chaco and Pueblo

· North America: Cahokia and the Hopewell

January 31 – February 11

UNIT NINE: Cultural Connections, 500ce-1500ce (Strayer- Chapter 8)(pp. 217-239)

· Silk Road

· Sea Roads – Indian Ocean 

· West Africa – Gold, Salt, Slaves

· American Network

· Reflections: Economic Globalization: Ancient and Modern

February 14 – March 4

February 21-25 – Mid-winter Break
UNIT TEN: East Asian Connections, 500 ce-1300ce (Strayer- Chapter 9)(pp. 241-267)

· Golden Age of China

· Chinese World Order

· China: Korea, Vietnam, Japan

· China and the Eurasian World Economy

· China and Buddhism

March 7-March 17

REVIEW AND WRAP UP: Africa and the Americas, Cultural Connections, East Asian 
Connections

ASSESSMENT

March 21 – March 25

UNIT ELEVEN: European Christendom. 500 ce-1300 ce (Strayer- Chapter 10)
(pp. 269-298)

· Byzantium

· Conversion of Russia

· Roman Collapse

· Political Life in Europe

· Society and the Roman Church

· Crusades

· Reason and Faith

March 28- April 15

UNIT TWELVE: World of Islam – 600 ce-1500 ce (Strayer- Chapter 11)(pp.301-330)

· Birth of Islam

· War and Conquest

· Arab Empire

· Islam and Cultural Encounters

· India

· Anatolia

· West Africa

· Spain

Spring Break April 18-22

April 25-April 29

REVIEW AND WRAP UP: Christendom and Islam

ASSESSMENT

May 2- May 6
UNIT THIRTEEN: Pastoral Peoples- 1200-1500 (Strayer- Chapter 12)(pp. 333-361)

· Xiongnu

· Arabs and Turks

· Masai

· Plague in Europe and Asia

· Mongol Empire

· Mongol Empire as an Eurasian Network

· China and the Mongols

· Persia and the Mongols

· Russia and the Mongols

May 9- May 20

UNIT FOURTEEN: Worlds of the 15th Century (Strayer- Chapter 13)(pp. 363-394)

· Paleolithic, Agricultural and Pastoral Worlds

· Comparison of 15th Century Europe and Ming Dynasty China

· Islamic World

· Aztec and Inca Empires in the Americas

May 23- June 3

REVIEW AND WRAP UP: Worlds of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Centuries

ASSESSMENT

June 6-June 10

REVIEW AND WRAP UP: World History AP Exam Practice

ASSESSMENT

June 13-June 21
Instructions for Assignments
Generic Annotated Timeline Assignment

Select one of the AP World History themes and 10 events for the time period

assigned that show the largest changes related to that theme for the time period

and place each event on the timeline. The annotations go below the timeline and

explain why each event was significant to world history. At the very bottom of the

page, write a thesis statement about how the changes in the “theme” in this time

period show continuity and change over time. An example of a thesis statement

might be: “Although manufacturing technology rapidly changed in the nineteenth

century, many farmers continued to use the same tools their ancestors developed

in the past.” Be sure to title the timeline. Examples are posted on bulletin boards in the
classroom.
Generic Annotated Map Assignment

Take note of the large event or process assigned for the annotated map, e.g. industrialization,

imperialism, World War II, etc. Find 10 events related to that larger

process or event and place them on the map. The annotations should go near the

location on the map and explain why the event was important. Write a thesis statement

at the bottom or on the back of the map on how the process or event shows

continuity and change over time. Be sure to title the map. Examples are posted on

bulletin boards in the classroom.
Study Cards Assignment

For each of the terms identified for the unit, write the term on the front of an

index card, and on the other side, write a definition, historical example, explain

the historical significance of that example, and the general significance of the term

for world history. If you prefer, you may type the assignment and print it out on

regular-sized paper.
Generic Instructions for Video Critiques
Write a full paragraph that includes

A topic sentence about the point of view (bias) • of the video producer

• Identification of two examples of the following film techniques used

in the video: camera angles, lighting, choice of artifacts, photographs,

reenactments, film footage, music, narration, pacing

• An explanation of how the techniques were used to prove the point of

view (bias) of the video producer. Use a minimum of two examples for

each technique.

• Concluding sentence about how well the producer’s point of view (bias) is

achieved

Generic Instructions for Socratic Seminars

1. Understand the question(s) for the seminar.

2. Read the source(s).

3. Take notes from the sources to help you answer the question(s).

4. Make one comment about one of the following :
a.. information in the sources

b. validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. the strength of the argument (thesis)

d. to respond to a question asked by someone else

e. to respond to a comment made by someone else

5. Ask one question about one of the following 

a. information in the sources, e.g., vocabulary

b. validity of evidence used by the author(s)

c. the strength of the argument (thesis)

d. to respond to a question asked by someone else

e. to respond to a comment made by someone else

